
Unit: 5 

Grade Level:  8th Grade American History 
Unit Name: The Early Republic 
Pacing:  4 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8.AH.3.GS.G 
Examine elections, issues, laws, and 
events of this time period to explain 
how the concepts of judicial review, 
elastic clause, and an amendment 
process were established or used to 
meet challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
 

● I can analyze and summarize 
the significant achievements of 
the Presidency of George 
Washington.   

● I can compare and contrast the 
first political parties.  

●  I can examine and summarize 
the significance of the Alien 
and Sedition Acts. 

●   I can analyze and explain Marbury 

v. Madison 

● I can analyze and summarize the 

causes and effects of the War of 

1812. 

● I can analyze and describe the 

Monroe Doctrine. 

● I can analyze and explain the Treaty 

of Ghent. 

● I can analyze and explain 

McCulloch v. Maryland. 

● I can examine and summarize 

Supreme Court Case:  Gibbons v. 

Ogden 

● I can analyze and  apply the 

meaning of sectionalism 

● I can analyze and summarize the 

Supporting Standards:  
 
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.A A.  
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events 
in American history 
6-8.AH.1.CC.D  
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about American history prior to 
1870, to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.E  
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific problem in American history prior 
to c. 1870 as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 
6-8.AH.3.CC.E  
Evaluate the responses of early American 
leaders to the social, political, economic 
and religious challenges facing the new 
nation 
6-8.AH.3.CC.F  
Infer how events of this period led to the 
development of philosophies, interest 
groups and political parties. 
6-8.AH.4.CC.A  
 Analyze the expansion of the United 
States in the early nineteenth century to 
trace U.S. growth and form hypotheses 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.3.GS.C 
Compare major patterns of 
population distribution, 
demographics and migrations in the 
United States and the impact of 
those patterns on cultures and 
community life. 
 

Era of Good Feelings.  

● I can examine and explain the 

significance of the Election of 1800. 

● I can examine and explain 

nationalism that sweep the U.S. 

● I can examine and describe the 

Adams-Onis Treaty  

 

 
 

●   I can analyze and 
summarize the importance 
of the Louisiana Purchase. 

● I can analyze and describe 
Lewis and Clark expedition  

● I can examine and 
summarize the Industrial 
Revolution 

● I can analyze and 
summarize how economic 
activity changed population 
distribution in the 1800s.  

about future conflicts.  
6-8.AH.3.GS.G  
Examine elections, issues, laws, and 
events of this time period to explain how 
the concepts of judicial review, elastic 
clause, and an amendment process were 
established or used to meet challenges. 
6-8-A-H-4. EC.A 
A. Using an American history lens, 
examine the opportunity costs and benefits 
of economic decisions on society as a 
whole as well as on individuals, Prior to c. 
1870.  
6-8A.H.-3-CC-F 
F. Infer how events of this period led to the 
development of philosophies, interest 
groups and political parties. 
6-8.AH.4.GS.A  
Trace the expansion of voting rights and 
patterns and explain how it impacted 
elections and political movements.  
6-8.AH.4.GS.B  
Analyze landmark Supreme Court cases to 
determine the effect on the definition and 
expansion of federal power. 
6-8.AH.1.G.A  
 Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c. 1870. 
6-8.AH.1.G.B  
 Explain how the physical and human 
characteristics of regions in the Americas 
prior to c. 1870 are connected to changing 
identity and culture.  
6-8.AH.1.G.C  
Locate major cities of Missouri, the United 
States, and the world; states of the United 



States and key world nations; the world’s 
continents, and oceans; and major 
topographical features of the United 
States. 
6-8.AH.3.G.B  
Evaluate the relationships among 
population, representation, and their effect 
on power in the new government. 
6-8.AH.4.G.A  
Trace the changing boundaries of the 
United States and describe how it 
represents the changing relationships with 
its neighbors and Native Americans.  
6-8.AH.3.G.C  
Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States during this era c. 
1763-1812. 
6-8.AH.4.G.C  
Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States and the impact of 
those patterns on cultures and community 
life c. 1812-1848. 
6-8.AH.1.EC.A  
Using an American history lens, examine 
the opportunity costs and benefits of 
economic decisions on society as a whole 
as well as on individuals, prior to c. 1870. 
6-8.AH.3.EC.C  
Trace the development of the American 
economic system to explain how taxes, 
tariffs, and monetary policies were used to 
establish sustainability and growth. 
6-8.AH.4.EC.C  
Trace the continued development of the 
American economic system to explain how 
taxes, tariffs, and monetary policies were 



used to establish sustainability and growth. 
6-8.AH.3.PC.C  
 Compare and contrast the perspectives of 
individuals and groups regarding the 
development of the American 
governmental system to explain emerging 
divisions and political philosophies. 
6-8.AH.3.PC.D  
Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to 
determine the extent to which individuals 
and groups could participate in, and realize 
the promise of American ideals. 
6-8.AH.3.PC.E  
Analyze the artistic and intellectual 
achievements of early Americans to 
provide evidence of an emerging American 
identity. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A  
Determine the impact of the ideas 
contained in major speeches, literature, 
music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of 
American people, groups and movements.  

Big Ideas: 
 
Role government should play in the lives of 
citizens, two-party system, foreign policy, 
and expansion.  
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

1.  How much power should the 
Federal government have, and what 
should it do? 

2.  Are political parties good for our 
nation? (Federalists v. Democratic-
Republicans)  

3.  Should the United States seek 
alliances with other nations?  

4.  Should the United States seek to 
expand its borders.   

Vocabulary: 
Inauguration 
Precedent 
Cabinet 
Democratic 
Republicans 
Federalists 
Unify 
Sedition 
Nullify 
States rights 
Judicial review 



Expedition 
Continental Divide 
Impressment 
Embargo 
Confederation 
War Hawks 
Nationalism 
Sectionalism 
Monroe Doctrine 
American System 
Marbury v. Madison 
Louisiana Purchase 
Alien and Sedition Acts 
War of 1812 
Era of Good Feelings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


